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Skills Applied by Hunahpu And Xbalanque To Conquer Death
As we have seen, a culture’s mythology often instructs mortals on proper living, so what skills and actions do the Mesoamericans believe may conquer death?
Hunahpu and Xbalanque, the twin gods of the Maya people of Central America, were heroes in their mythology. They defeated the lords of Xibalba, the underworld or land of the dead, through courage and fast thinking, as depicted in the sacred Mayan text, the Popol Vuh.  Death is seen as a vital, generative, and creative moment in a cosmic process by many, if not all, peoples throughout Mesoamerican history, despite significant cultural and regional diversity. 
An essential skill illustrated in the Popol Vuh was fast thinking, which was a necessary skill to defeat death. Hunahpu and Xbalanque went through several frightening places upon meeting the lords of Xibalba in the underworlds; the House of Gloom, Knives, Cold, Fire, Jaguars, and eventually the House of bats (Bassie 4). In these scenarios, they demonstrated swift thinking by avoiding being stabbed in the house of knives, building a fire to prevent freezing, and feeding bones to the jaguars to escape being eaten in the house of jaguars (Christenson 160). When a disaster befell them in the house of bats where Hunahpu’s head was severed by one of the bats, Xbalanques quick decision to place a chilacayote squash in place of his twin’s head saved both of them (Christenson 164). He managed to trick the lords of Xibalba by distracting them with a rabbit during the ball game and stealing back Hunahpu’s head that was hanged upon a ball court.
The courage displayed by the twins is also seen as a crucial skill to overcome death. Their ability to stay calm through the torture series in the underworld enabled them to survive and defeat the Lords of Xibalba. In the illustration, Hunahpu and Xbalanque executed a series of tricks where they seemed to die in a stone oven and then reappeared in other forms (Christenson 166). Courage is depicted when they were asked to dance for the lords of Xibalba, where they performed several acts that resulted in tricking the Xibalba lords into dying. The twins set a house on fire and restored it in front of the Xibalbans; Xbalanque sacrificed Hunahpu severing his limbs, digging out his heart, and later on reviving him (Christenson 173). The lords of Xibalba fell for this trick and requested the twins to sacrifice them, starting with cutting off the head of One death followed by Seven Death (Christenson 173). The twins, however, did not revive them, stirring fear among the Xibalbans. The courage they depicted when dancing before the Xibalbans and tricking their lords saved them from death.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the key points made here by Popol Vuh is that Mesoamerican cultures regard death as a critical stage of life and that the underworld of Xibalba is closely linked to life itself. According to the illustrations of Hunahpu and Xbalanque in the Pop Vuh, death is seen as more than an event for terror, mourning, and ritual practices; instead, death is seen as a crucial, generative, and inventive moment in an intergalactic process by many. The mythic heroes, Hunahpu and Xbalanque, conquered death through their practice of courage and quick thinking, inspiring the Mesoamericans.
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